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A Message from the Principal

By the time you are reading this almost half of the 2019/2020 school year would have
been completed. I am hoping that you are enjoying the school year so far and are
working towards the 50,000 book challenge. It is a new goal and is 5,000 greater than
last year’s goal of 45,000. Do you think that we will meet the challenge?
I had the pleasure of meeting with the new Executive Board for Student Council.
They are: President Nicole Saenz, Vice President Anastasia Usmanova, Treasurer Shahira Sibide, Secretary, Max Ahmed. They suggested that the school have a mascot for
both Stingray teams, by that I mean in basketball as well as soccer. The basketball coach Mr. Jenkins and soccer coach Mr.
Bonilla agreed and now we are in the process of determining a mascot. Do you have any ideas? The Executive Board also
suggested that we continue with lunch clubs in the main building and they were hoping that these activities be among the
selection, legos, board games, computers and sketching. I am happy to inform you that all will be offered. In addition, together we decided that our Green Club should unite with Student Council when they determine the charity of their choice.
I am looking forward to seeing what charity they select this school year.
It has always been my wish to have a Peer Mediator Induction ceremony. My wish came true November 26th at which time
we inducted 40 students from grades 4 through 6. I am so very proud of those students that have been inducted. They
exemplify how PS 99 students should behave and will be a great asset to our school by assisting in resolving student conflicts. Students received a lapel pin showing they are peer mediators, which I am hoping you notice when they wear them.
They also took an oath. Good luck peer mediators.
It is with a heavy heart that I must inform you that I have decided to retire as principal of PS 99 as of February 7, 2020. My
decision was not an easy one because I love being your principal. PS 99 is a very unique school because of all of you. Here
at PS99 we are a true family that respects one another and works together to accomplish challenging goals. I am so proud
of the PS 99 students because you strive to do your best, and you have shown that you love coming to school and have a
great love of learning.
I am hoping that you remember your goals and you continue to strive hard to achieve them. You each have special talents
that you should develop and use wisely as you mature. I have confidence that you will do well because you have the most
dedicated teachers guiding you. I am hoping that you never forget OUR Golden Rule: respect one another and respect one
another’s property. Continue on the path you are on and reach for the stars. It has certainly been my pleasure being your
principal. I will miss you all greatly.
May the New Year bring good health and happiness to you and your family.

Paulette Foglio
Principal
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From the Desks of
Mr. Sforza & Mrs. Trujillo
Happy New Year! We wish our entire P. S. 99 Family a prosperous year filled with much happiness,
good health, and peace.
This year we are excited to continue working on our priority focus, which is to enable all students to actively participate in classroom discussions, utilizing ENL (English as a New Language) protocols, such as, "Think, Jot, Pair,
Share" and "Echo, Explain, Elaborate". In addition to these protocols we have added, “Give One, Get One” for
grades K-2 and “Talk Detectives” for grades 3-6. We look forward to continue visiting you and seeing the protocols in action. These protocols will enable all our students to process information more effectively and empower
them to engage in quality discussions.
We would like to remind all our students that it is extremely important that you come to school every day and that
you are on time. Coming to school late disrupts instruction for all students, causes stress, and delays a student’s
morning routine. You should be in school by 8:20a.m. each morning and do know that we offer a warm breakfast
at no cost to all students. If you are interested in having breakfast, you may join us at 7:50 a.m. each morning in
either the annex or the main building.
Congratulations to class K/1-207 for coming to school on time during the entire month of November! They received two Caught Being Good Certificates and a special “On Time” class certificate. Let’s work harder to come
to school every day and to get to school on time!
We are excited to announce that the next Community of Readers Book will be, The Most Magnificent Thing, by
Ashley Spires. This book promotes positivity and it provides helpful suggestions for facing every day challenges.
It’s one that we are sure you will enjoy and value.
Be reminded that this year the NYS English Language Arts Exam will take place on Wednesday, March 25 and
Thursday, March 26, 2020. The NYS Mathematics Exam will take place on Tuesday, April 21 and Wednesday,
April 22, 2020. The grade four science written exam will take place on Monday, June 1, 2020. Parents be on the
lookout for a parent workshop, which will provide you with detailed information regarding these exams.
Sincerely,
Aida Trujillo, Nick Sforza
Assistant Principals

Character Day
Character Day takes place at P.S. 99 every October. So
many students and teachers dressed up as their favorite characters this year! Ms.Raia and her paras dressed
up as the Wizard of Oz characters…we also saw Cookie
Monster and Spiderman and even several princesses!
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99’s Newest Council Members

President: Nicole Saenz

Secretary: Max Ahmed

Vice President: Anastasia Usmanova

Treasurer: Shahira Sibide

Presidents Address
I feel so thankful to have this opportunity to become your school president. I would
just like to say thank you to everyone who voted for me. Trust me, going on stage to
speak in front of people gave me a lot of stress. Everyday I would listen to your suggestions to show you I would be the best president I could be. So all I wanted to
say is thank you!
President Nicole Saenz
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TAG News
It’s an exciting year for our TAG and Enrichment students. 5th grade TAG students visited the
Nui Gallery in NYC to see a painting they have been learning about; The Woman in Gold.
6th grade TAG will also be taking a trip to the MOMA Museum in NYC. 6th graders are also
working on political cartoons. 4th graders are busy creating pioneer collages and 3rd graders
are learning about traditional clothing in Nigeria! Stay tuned…. There’s much more to follow.

Spelling Bee Winners

Layla Bleiweiss
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Vivian Wallace

Samuel Stein

99 BUZZ

Kindergarten
Kindergarten is having a
great year! The students have
already learned all their
sounds and are working on
sounding out and writing
words. They also have many
writing pieces to add to their
accomplishments. They have
completed units of Nursey
Rhymes and Farms. In math,
the students have mastered
greater and less than and
ways to make 10. Kindergarteners have enjoyed many of
their first time events here at
PS99, such as Character Day
and Team Day. We are all
looking forward to the rest of
our school year!
First Grade
Our First Graders are becoming mathematicians by finding the sums and differences
for math problems. We even
created our own math word
problems! Now, we are excited to learn how to manipulate double facts to find one
more or one less in the
GoMath! Program.
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In Literacy program our independent
reading levels are rising as we read
daily and respond to questions about
stories in our CKLA readers. We
learned how our body has organs
that work together in systems to help
us eat, breathe, run and much more.
Now, we are exploring similar stories from different lands such as,
Cinderella and Tom Thumb. We are
looking forward to all we will learn
in First Grade .

Second Grade

Third Grade
Third Grade is in The HOUSE!!
We are finally in the Main Building.
We have a BRAND NEW gym and
a HUGE playground. And did you
know we’ve been walking up and
down two and three flights of stairs
two to three times a day? We are
getting our cardio workout for sure.
We are so excited to be here! We
have Studio in the School every
Thursday. We get two periods of
Science with Mr. Haluska each
week. We have this really cool Enrichment Period every day of the
week. Enrichment is really different
in the Main Building. Our whole
grade gets broken up into different
groups and we get to work with different teachers and sometimes see
friends from other classes. Math is
also fun this year. We are mastering
multiplication and division and then
on to fractions. In Literacy we are
off to Neverland with Peter Pan and
then into the Rain Forest with all
kinds of frogs. The best is Social
Studies, we get explore Nigeria, Italy, China and Brazil and discover
the history and culture of each
country.

We are off to an exciting start this
year. We loved our Domains unit on
Fairy Tales as we journeyed to Ancient China. We even wrote to Ms.
This is shaping up to be the best
Foglio to share with her what our
favorite fairytale or folktale was. We year ever!
are in the process of writing our informational writing on one of the
interesting contributions from Ancient China. We are now exploring
what life was like in Ancient
Greece. In math we have become
experts on regrouping when adding
and subtracting 2 digit numbers. Believe it or not, we are already preparing for our moving up ceremony
during music. We love going to studio each week. We are creating selfportraits using collage.

99

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

4th grade had a great start to
the year! The students have
been working hard to show
how successful they can be. In
math, we studied multiplication and division and are moving onto fractions. The grade
is working on becoming
stronger readers by analyzing
texts. Our study of the Native
American culture continues as
we read the fiction book Eagle
Song. We also discussed the
importance of protecting our
planet through our study of
conservationist John Muir. He
has been an inspiration to
many students! The TAG and
Enrichment students are working on separate art projects
with Ms. Fallon as they study
important events in American
History. The grade is beginning to focus on preparing for
the NYS ELA & Math Exams
in the Spring. We appreciate
all the support from our students’ families and are really
proud of the work they’ve
done so far!

Grade 5 recently visited The
Metropolitan Museum of Art
on Fifth Avenue. We were
able to see art from the ancient
civilizations of Mesoamerica;
particularly from the Mayan
and Incan lands of Mexico and
Peru. The thousands of year
old golden masks and jewelry
were on display to observe and
connect to our classroom studies of these people. The Peruvians actually value clothing more than gold,
since textiles were more rare.
A Mayan statue with the hydrographs that made up the
Mayan writing were part of our
tour. The professional tour
guides made it kid friendly
while at the same time gave us
a very high level of instruction . We highly recommend
this museum for class trips .
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Meanwhile our small class sizes are giving us all the time and
space to reach our full potential. Currently we are studying
about Jackie Robinson and his
impact on American culture.
We also completed our informational writing unit where we
chose events or people from
20th Century America. Fifth
grade math is challenging but
thanks to all the teachers in
grades K-4, we are ready to
meet the standards .

Sixth Grade
The sixth Graders are having a
terrific school year. There are so
many exciting things happening.
Having different teachers for
reading, writing and math make
the school day very interesting
and exciting each and every day.
This year in Writing, students
published two projects so far. An
Opinion essay comparing technology to books and an Informational
article connected to Geography
have been researched, drafted and
published. More exciting projects
are upcoming. Math students, explored fractions, percentages, coordinate planes and ratios. There
is so much more to come with
math including Algebra and exponents. The students are ready for
the upcoming math challenges.
Reading is an important subject
because it connects all of our other subjects together . So many
genres were explored and studied . The weekly Guided Reading
groups help improve fluency and
comprehension skills. Daily reading improves concentration and
stamina. Unit projects promote
creativity and demonstrate
knowledge and understanding.
Reading, Writing, Math and all of
the other subjects are very exciting. Sixth grade is involved with
Basketball Team, the upcoming
play; Shrek, the Soccer Team and
the Holiday Concert. There are
other upcoming events too.
99 BUZZ

ART NEWS
Welcome back to another creative year in the art room! Classes 4-201
and 4-203 have been very busy making accordion books in response to a
book we read; “Larucha”. We plan on sending several copies of our books to a
school in Ollanyaytambo, Peru (where Larucha was written) and hope to get a
response from the students there! Our 2nd graders have been creating fall collages and everyone is busy creating!

YOUR BUZZ STAFF
CHRISTINE FALLON, JONATHAN HALPERN, JASON KOTKE

