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A Message from the Principal

As the 2017/2018 school year comes to a close there are many celebrations that I
would like to share with you.
Our Green Club has made us very proud. These are students that represent each
class from grades 3-6 and together they researched how to adopt an endangered animal. They had to conduct a plastic bottle drive. During the month of May they collected 3,100 plastic bottles, which enabled them to adopt an African Elephant from
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). A poster has been designed to share this experience with you and will be displayed in the main building.
Our Basketball Team the “Stingrays” had a very successful year and reached the District 28 Basketball Semifinals for the
second consecutive year. They were undefeated with winning all five of their games. Congratulations!
The Soccer Team played two games this year against P.S. 160Q. I am happy to say they won both games and will be organizing to continue playing other schools. Congratulations!
The students won the 45,000 Book Challenge. As a school our students read 51,523 books. I am so proud of each and
every one of you. Keep up the reading.
Student Council came up with a great idea which is the “Supply Drive.” They collected supplies to fill backpacks to help
students in need. What a great idea. Thank you Student Council. In addition, they are going to be actively participating in
our Peer Mediation program next year.
Our students and parents had an opportunity this year to participate in a Family Engagement Grant. Together they created
two collage murals inspired by healthy living. The theme was “Eat the Rainbow,” which means if you eat fruits and vegetables that are the color of the rainbow you will be eating healthy. We are hoping that we will be able to offer another Family
Engagement grant next year.
Our Peace Committee, which was directed by Ms. Portnoy and Ms. Collins with support from our Artist-in-Residence, Karen Fitzgerald, created The Three Pillars of Peace and Tranquility. If you take a moment to walk through the basement
area in the main building you will be able to enjoy each of these three pillars. Whether it be the flight of a monarch transitioning to a peaceful dove, the mountain view of a sunset or the soothing sound of water, each mural provides a visual of
peace and the words of well-respected ambassadors of peace such as Mother Theresa and Gandhi.
Studio-in-a-School has brought the school recognition throughout New York City. Through our teaching artist, Victoria
Calabro, our student artwork has been displayed in many locations. There are three murals with the theme, Seasons of a
Fourth Grade Year, displayed at the Asia Society Museum. We also have a piece of art displayed at Bloomingdale’s at 59
Street. As I write this article, we are having an opening at Christie’s New York where artwork from nine of our students is
being displayed. That is just amazing.
th

Congratulations to all of you who have made the school the wonderful place it is.
I do hope that you will continue to read, read, read during the summer.
Have a healthy, happy and safe summer.
Until the next edition of the “99 Buzz.”
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Paulette Foglio
Principal
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From the Desks of Nick and Aida
I can’t believe another year is coming to an
end! This has been a great year at PS 99
and you all have worked hard to make it a
successful one. Ms. Trujillo and I wanted to
wish all of you a happy and healthy summer! Remember to have fun and be active!!
We also wanted to take this time to congratulate our 6th Graders. As you leave to seek
new endeavors, remember that this is only the beginning of a very long journey. Now
that you’re graduating from P.S. 99, you have proven to yourself, your parents and
your community that you are ready to handle the challenges of Middle School. Work
hard and study so you can prosper into mature adults, but remember to have fun and
take each new endeavor one step at a time.
Enjoy the summer with your family and friends and we’ll see you in September.
Nick Sforza and Aida Trujillo
Assistant Principals of PS 99
The Little Mermaid
The Little Mermaid was really great. The teachers that helped us create this elaborate show were really talented and had a great vision. The costume designer went
above and beyond expectations with her seamstress skills. Another amazing person
was the scene artist. Without them the show would not have been as captivating. We all
had a great time putting the show together and acting.
Jocelyn Javregui 6-304
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Class 4-203 traveled to the Asia Society Museum in NYC. The visit inspired them to create three murals entitled “Seasons of a Fourth Grade Year.” They were thrilled to see their work hanging in the
museum. Feel free to stop by and view their work which will be on display until the end of July.
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P.S. 99 Parent/Staff Volleyball game

Once again, P.S. 99 Parent/Staff Volleyball game was a huge success

Obstacle Course Time

Both the Annex students and Main building students got to experience obstacle courses put together by Mr. Herbst and Mr. Halpern. The students all agreed that this was the most fun they have had
all year. It really tested their agility and endurance. All students had a blast and wished they could
do it all year long.
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First Grade

Kindergarten
What a journey this year has
been! It is unbelievable how
quickly this school year has
flown by. Our kindergarten
year has been filled with exciting growth, academic success
and forever friendships! Most
recently in math we mastered
addition and subtraction. We
also learned about classifying
and sorting shapes as well as
measurement. We had an in
depth study about our Earth
and the environment. We
learned vocabulary such as
pollution, recycling, and natural resources. Most importantly, we learned ways we can
help keep our Earth clean and
healthy! As writers we worked
hard to complete our personal
narratives and included important story elements such as
setting, sequence and problems
and solutions. You would be
so impressed with all of our
hard work! Kindergarteners
should be so proud of all they
have accomplished this year.
They are rock star readers and
writers who are ready to take
on first grade full force!
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First Grade Reflections
This year has gone by so fast
Hard to believe it will soon be the past
We’ve learned so much
And worked so hard
We are looking forward to Outdoor Fun
Day
In the schoolyard
We’ve learned to count by fives and tens
We’ve even learned how to share with
friends
As for reading, well that goes without say
We get stronger and better each and
every day
Our domain has taught us so many things,
About our bodies, ancient civilizations,
princes, and kings
In skills we have learned spelling patterns
and more
Our reading has improved and our benchmarks will soar.
We learned to write papers 3 pages long,
We wrote our opinions, responses and
fixed what was wrong
However, the most important part of this
year
Is how much we grew and learned to conquer our fears
We’re off to second grade and really can’t
wait
Accomplishing our goals is reason to celebrate!

Second Grade News
The second grade is very excited to
be moving up to the main building
next year. We even get to go on a
tour of the main building. We have
been working very hard on preparing for our Moving Up Ceremony
on June 25th. We are excited to return as Third Graders in September

Third Grade
Can you believe it is the end of
the year already? It seems like
just yesterday that an inquisitive
group of students came wandering into the yard for their first
day in the main building! Boy
have we come so far from that
first day!
Third grade was full of great experiences and fun learning! In
reading, our imaginations had us
following Peter Pan to “the second star to the right and straight
on till morning!” Then we
hopped into our informational
text all about frogs! In addition,
we had a fantastic experience
reading one of Roald Dahl’s
classic novels! Our Go Math program included topics like multiplication, division, fractions,
measurement, classifying plane
shapes and determining area and
perimeter. We tipped the scales
after a full year of learning and
exploration in math! For social
studies, we spanned the globe,
learning about geography, culture, history and government. As
for science, students dove into
matter, energy, simple machines
and came out with an excitement
for discovery.
The third grade teachers are so
proud of all of the amazing progress the students made this
year! Keep reaching for the stars
in fourth grade!
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Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Sixth Grade

The school year is quickly coming to an end. Our students have
had a challenging and successful
year. We worked very hard to
prepare for the NYS Exams in
Reading, Mathematics and Science. The children really enjoyed
using scientific tools during the
Science Performance Task. Studio in the School has been a great
artistic outlet as well as a lot of
fun! We created murals and
learned printmaking this year.
Our Tag students, under the direction of Ms.McGrail, have been
busy preparing for the Tag Fair
on May 31, 2018. We are looking
forward to this event as well as
Talent Show and Field Day!!

In just a few days, fifth grade will
come to an end. Some of us are
moving on to middle schools and
these will be our final days at our
home away from home “99”. It’s
always hard to let go, but we’re
filled with the confidence that comes
with being prepared and having been
cared for by our families, teachers
and administrators. Like many before us, we will stay in touch and
share our accomplishments and favorite memories.
Those of us moving onto
grade 6 at 99 have made the choice
to take advantage of another year
here and we are EXCITED!!! Sixth
grade at 99 is special and we look
forward to being “seniors.”

The 2017-2018 was a tremendous
year for all of the 6th Grade Students and Teachers. We had a
happy, fun-filled and challenging
school year. We learned a great
deal. The 6th grade became departmentalized, the students were
able to switch classes each day for
their different subjects. Each
morning the students had the exciting experience of working with
different teachers for Reading,
Writing and Math. The students’
afternoons were filled with Enrichment classes, Skills periods,
Science, Technology, The Arts
and Gym along with all of the
other extracurricular activities.

Class 4-203 traveled to the Asia
Society Museum in NYC. The
visit inspired them to create three
murals entitled “Seasons of a
Fourth Grade Year.” They were
thrilled to see their work hanging
in the museum. Feel free to stop
by and view their work which
will be on display till the end of
July.
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We read two historical fiction novels, Esperanza Rising and Dark Water Rising. This literature was challenging and enjoyable for students
on all levels. The high level literary
analysis and the consistent written
response requirement, totally prepared us for assessments and made
us feel super-smart in the process. I
think we hooked even more kids on
reading this year because of the excellent books we delved into. In the
non-fiction genre we tackled scientific and technical reading while
learning about the rainforest. We
read The Most Beautiful Roof in The
World. Our second non-fiction
book was Promises to Keep, a memoir written by Sharon Robinson
about the man who was her father,
Brooklyn Dodger great, JACKIE
ROBINSON #42. We learned so
much about the history of our nation,
both the shameful and prideful
parts, and we plan to do our part to
continue to move forward with determination and dignity like Jackie
Robinson did.
Onward and upward!!!

PS 99’s play for this year is The
Little Mermaid. The performers
are working very diligently and
enjoying their experiences. Our
basketball team, The Stingrays,
did very well. All of the students
learned a great deal about sportsmanship. Overall, the 6th Graders
had a wonderful and a very memorable last year at P.S.99
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Art News
We have had such a productive and exciting year in
the Art room! Class 5-310 had the opportunity to
work on a public art project as PS 99 teamed up with
a local artist to create an install the artwork. Our
5th graders experienced another great year with the
CASA program and the Queens Museum. Many of
our students received replies from national Parks
around the country where they sent their travel
gnomes, we also received a fantastic response from
our U.S. Service members who were stationed in
Guantanamo Bay. Some of our 4th and 5th graders also created birdhouses for the front of the school. In
the Annex we have been busy learning how to use
watercolors and creating fantastic abstract images.
Have a great summer and keep drawing See you in
September!

YOUR BUZZ STAFF
CHRISTINE FALLON, JONATHAN HALPERN, JASON KOTKE, EILEEN DOYLE

