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In 2012, Studio-in-a-School Artist in Residence Carla Lobmier, Ms. D’Andrea and
Class 3-120 worked collaboratively to create
two large murals depicting images of celebration for Studio-in-a-School’s 35th Anniversary
Gala. The students chose two animals, a penguin and a kangaroo, which they drew on canvas showing they were at a party. They used
watercolor and brushstroke techniques that
had been studied over the course of that school
year. When the artwork was completed it was
displayed at the 2012 Studio-in-a-School 35th
Anniversary Gala. Caroline Kennedy was one
of the chairs of the Gala and as the current
U.S. Ambassador to Japan, she has requested
to display these pieces at the U.S. Embassy in
Japan. The P.S. 99 community is both excited
and grateful for this rare opportunity to showcase our students work to an international
audience!
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A Message from the Principal

They have chosen “Cats Purrfect Rescue” as the recipient. It is a program
that believes that no stray cat should be
left behind and there should be a home
for all. What a wonderful choice. Thank
you Student Council.
The 2014/2015 school year, so far, has
been a year full of special events. We
began the year with students taking on a
40,000 book myON challenge. This
means that students believe that together
they can read about 40,000 books either
from the library or from our myON
book program. I wish good luck to our
students even though it means as you
know, that at our Talent Show, I might
be asked to perform.
In September, we celebrated Peace Day
on the 23rd. Students were asked to wear
a white shirt to promote peace at P.S.
99Q. Would you believe, our Kindergarten children had the highest participation, with 93% of students wearing white
shirts. As a school we had 80.7% participation. I hope the spirit of peace is
one that we keep alive throughout this
school year.
In November, our Student Council collected 20 sacks of pennies through the
guidance of Ms. Cona and Ms. Portnoy.
I wonder if you know how heavy one
sack of pennies is. That’s right. It is 30
pounds, which means the school collected 600 pounds of pennies. Wow!
That is truly amazing. What all this
means is now the Student Council had
to decide on a recipient to receive $300.

The Holiday Evening Concert on December 18th was a huge success. Our
Musical Director, Ms. D’Andrea, coordinated a spectacular show. It was so
widely received that we had lines outside
the doors with parents and guests waiting for seats to open because every seat
in the auditorium was occupied. Students sang, danced, and recited from
grades 2-6. It was a night the P.S. 99
community enjoyed. It brought in the
holiday season at P.S. 99 in a joyous way.
Our basketball team now has a name.
They are called the “Stingrays.” Thanks
to the direction of head coach, Mr. Jenkins, they began the season in a positive
note and are undefeated. Kudos to our
team and to our P.S. 99 cheerleaders
who now have uniforms and cheer on
our players during games.
Our Student Council is working on a
very unusual project. They are putting
together a time capsule which will be
buried somewhere around our school.
They are gathering items to place inside
the capsule, which will describe what
P.S. 99 looks like in the year 2015. Some
of these items are letters, poems, student
work. Do you have any ideas of what
should be placed inside? If so, speak to
Mrs. Iadevaia or your student council

representative. Our Student Council
President, Amaya Williams in Class 6301, is also someone you can share your
idea.
I’m looking forward to Cultural Share
Week from February 23 – 27 and World
Fest on the evening of Friday, February
27th. Please remind your families to join
us for this special evening. We have
many more special events planned. I
hope to see you there.

Until the next edition of the “99
Buzz.”
Paulette Foglio
Principal
Don’t forget the FISH Philosophy:


Choose your Attitude



Be Present



Make Someone’s Day



Have Fun

Poetry is the rhythmical creation
of beauty and words ~

Edgar Allan Poe

Upcoming Events


February - Cultural Share Week



March - Punch N Pillow Day, Twin Day
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April - Green Week, Poetry Contest
May - Student Council Breakfast,
School Spirit Day
June - Book Swap, Talent Show, Tag Fair
Parent /Staff Volleyball Game
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From the Desks of
Mr. Sforza & Mrs. Trujillo
As we reflect on the first part of this school year, we realize how much you have all accomplished. You have been involved in
working diligently to master your grade level standards across all content areas. At the same time, you have created master art pieces that
now decorate our walls and make our school feel inviting to visitors. The Stingray basketball and cheerleading team have made us proud as
well, as they stand undefeated. Grades K-2 celebrated the 100th Day of School by creating an exhibit to showcase class and individual projects. Grades 2-4 continue to express themselves creatively through their participation in Studio-in-a-School. Our fifth grade students are
participating in the CASA Program where they will be constructing imaginary cities inspired by the Panarama Exhibit located in the
Queens Museum. Our sixth graders have been involved in a Traveling Gnome Project. Park rangers from all over the United States have
taken pictures of our students’ gnomes and have returned them to us. This project is proudly displayed in our art gallery in the main building.
At this time, I encourage you to also engage in reflection and revisit your goals for this year. How far have you come? What will
you need to do to accomplish your goal(s) by the end of this year? Take the time and read every evening. “Reading a lot” is one of the most
powerful methods of increasing fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. (Scholastic: Classroom Libraries Work!)

As a reminder, the NYS ELA exam will be administered on April 14-16, 2015 and the NYS Mathematics exam will be administered on April 22-24, 2015. Continue putting 100% effort into everything that you do and work together with your teacher to make sure
that you are well prepared. Treat each day as a stepping stone to achieving your goals!
All the best,
Mr. Sforza & Mrs. Trujillo

Assistant Principals

A Note from the Parent Coordinator
Parent involvement at PS99 has been fantastic! Learning Leaders now have 20 parents working in the school and
five are being trained. The children are busy preparing for the state tests. There will be a parent workshop to assist parents in working with their children.
If you have any questions or I can assist you in any way, please call me at 347-563-8692.

Jordan Holtzman – Your Parent Coordinator
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NEW TEACHERS TO 99
Mrs. Zaug 2-200
Both of my parents were music teachers, so when I
was young I was sure I'd grow up and do the same
thing. Instead I took a very roundabout way to becoming a teacher: I studied Art History in college,
worked in a bookstore for almost 10 years, moved to
Egypt and became a book editor, started a family and
moved to New York, THEN went to school to become a teacher! When I was in school I loved social
studies because I enjoyed learning about other people
and cultures. When I had opportunities to go on an
archeological dig in Rome during graduate school and
then later got to live in Cairo, Egypt it was like a
dream-come-true for the history buff in me. As a book
editor I felt like I got to keep learning about my favorite subjects with every book I worked on and now I'm
excited to share that love of learning with my students at PS 99. In my free time I like to explore the
New York area with my family. We just went to
Sleepy Hollow, NY and had a great time visiting the
town and hearing ghost stories about the Headless
Horseman. I think the more you know about the place
you live the more fun you can have and the more you
can contribute to your community!

Ms. Bellisari 2-201
When I was younger, I wanted to be a teacher. I had
older cousins who were all teachers and I would always go to their schools over the summer to help set
up their classrooms before school started.
When I was in elementary school, my favorite subject
was social studies, but now my favorite subject to
teach is math.
I have 2 dogs, one is very small and one is big.
My favorite book is To Kill a Mockingbird.
In my free time, I like to travel, golf, go to the movies, go-kart race, read a good book, and be with my
friends and family.

Mr. Maire 3-306
I would love to take the opportunity to share some
things about myself that you may not know. When I
was young, I always dreamed of being a professional
baseball player, and I was fortunate enough to play
baseball throughout high school and college. My favorite subjects in school were always Social Studies
and Writing, particularly creative writing assignments. I also played the drums in a rock band for over
10 years. Currently, I teach piano to children with
disabilities in my spare time. Some of my favorite
hobbies include playing sports, listening to music,
reading books (Stephen King, Game of Thrones), or
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hanging out with my two beagles Molly and Toby. I am excited to take the leap into P.S. 99, reminding me of a quote
from one of my childhood hero’s, Wayne Gretzky- “You Miss
100% of the shots you don’t take.”

Ms. Portnoy 3-120
Ever since I was in 2nd grade, I knew I wanted to be a teacher!
My favorite thing to do when I was a child was to set up my
dolls and pretend to teach them their multiplication facts. My
favorite sport is Lacrosse, I have played since I was in second
grade. I traveled for many summers as a teenager playing in
tournaments all over the East Coast. I then played in college
where I was the captain of the team. After college I coached a
junior varsity and varsity team on Long Island. My favorite
subject is math. I’ve always loved math and still do! On my
down time I like to read. Two of my favorite books
are Wonder by R.J. Palacio and Rules by Cynthia Lord.
I absolutely love to travel. In the past few years I’ve traveled
to a bunch of different states to see different historical landmarks. I’ve also traveled abroad to London, Paris, Rome,
Florence, Istanbul, and Dubai, where I have been so lucky to
see many different cultures. This past December I traveled to
Hong Kong, Singapore, and Malaysia.

Ms. Somers 5-310
Since I could remember, I always wanted to be a teacher. I am
an older sister and loved teaching my younger sister and cousins new concepts. I recently moved back to NYC after living
in California for three years. My favorite subject when I was
in elementary school was Math and my favorite book is the
Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell. In my free time I like to draw,
hike, travel and explore the city. I also love photography. The
quote that describes me best is Martin Luther King Jr.'s,
"Whatever your life's work is, do it well. A man should do
his job so well that the living, the dead, and the unborn could
do it no better." I picked this quote because I always try to do
my best. We don't have to be the best at everything we do but
we should always give our best effort.

Mr. Telese 6-304
When I was young, I knew I wanted to be a teacher. I take
pride in our diverse school community, and my goal is to educate the whole child while instilling an enthusiasm for lifelong learning. My favorite subject when I was in elementary
school was Social Studies. My favorite book is The Great
Gatsby, written by F. Scott Fitzgerald. During my free time I
enjoy reading novels, watching movies, exploring new restaurants, and spending time with my family. A quote that stands
out in my mind is; “Be who you are and say what you feel,
because those who mind don’t matter, and those who matter
don’t mind.” Dr. Seuss.
99 BUZZ

EVENTS AROUND ‘99
CHARACTER DAY

CRAZY HAIR & HAT DAY

CAREER DAY
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2nd Grade
by Ms. Colby

Kindergarten
by Ms. Williams

Kindergarten was off to an amazing
start, children have already started
learning the letter sounds and are feverishly practicing letter formation.
Kindergartners already finished Nursery Rhymes and Fables. Soon children will be diving into detail and
learning all about the five senses. In
math Kindergarteners have already
mastered identifying, writing and
showing pictures of numbers 1-10.
They will soon be able to do the same
with numbers up to 20. During writing, students have learned how to label objects in a picture and will use
that knowledge of labeling when they
take a field trip to the farm. Students
of kindergarten have also learned
about characters, setting, and retelling
stories. They have a wonderful time
learning about nursery rhymes and
making puppets of their favorite characters.

First Grade
by Ms. Pilarinos
In literacy we are listening to similar
stories from different places
in the world. We then compare the
stories, make text to self
connections and text to world connections. In math we are learning
strategies to subtract numbers. In
writing we are finishing our personal
narratives. First graders have been
doing great and learning so much.
Their writing is getting more detailed
and they are using a lot of
academic language. Lastly, first graders might be going on a field trip to
Theater Works which they are all excited about.
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Second graders loved the field trip to
see a performance of Charlotte’s Web.
It was a great experience for all. Second graders have also learned a lot
about character traits through author
studies and identifying authors purpose. During math, students have mastered identifying three digit numbers in
various ways and how to use greater
than, less than and equal to signs. In
writing, second graders have been
working on adding descriptive words
to their writing pieces. The students are
excited to learn about Arctic animals
for there expository writing.

Third Grade
by Ms. Collins
In literacy third graders are embarking
on Fiction through fables and folk
tales. In math, the children have been
mastering their multiplication facts and
soon they will be able to say the same
about division. Third grade teachers
are happy to say that the children have
finished their personal narratives based
on their memorable moments. Third
graders have improved their writing so
much. As the year rolls on we are excited about going to an African Dance
workshop. We are learning about Nigeria. In class we are also going to study
the Chinese New Year as we explore
China on another exciting theater
workshop. All the third graders have
really enjoyed exploring different cultures and realizing how similar every
culture is.

Fourth Grade
by Mrs. Kasimis
Fourth graders finished their fiction,
non fiction and poetry units. They
really loved learning about Colonial
America. In Math the students have
conquered multiplication, word problems, decimals and multi dimensional
objects. They continue to learn about
angles, measurements, perimeter and
area. Students took what they learned

in literacy and used it to create great
pieces of poetry, informational writing
and responses to literature. Two of the
4th grade classes were lucky enough to
go to the Queens College Theatre. Students have also feverishly been working on there TAG projects that deal
with The American Revolution and
their Enrichment projects on Immigration, which Ms. Portelli and Ms. Fallon
have been helping with.

Fifth Grade
by Ms. Merino
In literacy, students learned about human rights through literature. Fifth
graders are currently learning about
biodiversity in rainforests of the Western Hemisphere. They are learning
what is unique about living things in
the Amazon and how scientists learn
about the natural world. Personal narratives were a great success. Fifth
graders really got into personal experiences. Now students have moved onto
their informational reports which entail
a lot of research, references and organization. The entire grade went on
an exciting field trip to the Queens
Museum of Art. Students loved the trip
and visiting the panorama.

Sixth Grade
by Mr. Condon
This school year the 6th graders went
to the Frank Sinatra High School in
Astoria to watch a ballet performance
of students and professional dancers. It
was sponsored by the American Ballet
Theatre. Some of our sixth graders
were exposed to ballet for the first
time. It was a terrific experience! We
also virtually explored Ancient Egypt
and now we are investigating Ancient
Greece. Some 6th graders are participating in the Peace Committee, the
Lion King performance, The Sting
Rays and various other activities.
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CLASS ADVENTURES
The Jill New House Art Gallery By Annie Saunders
Last year’s class 4-203 visited the Jill Newhouse
Art Gallery on 81st Street and Fifth Ave. On
Friday October 17th 2014. It was an amazing
experience! Wendy Mark is a prominent American artist. She worked with us in Studio last
year. She invited us to view her art work. We
had an opportunity to ask questions and give our
opinions on her divine work. Our favorite work
of art is the Cloud Space because it is a wonderful sculpture that looks like small pixels taken
from an original painting . The sculpture is flattened and attached to the wall in the hallway. Overall, it was an
amazing experience to look at Wendy Marks beautiful art.

Martha Graham Dance Company
The fourth grade has been studying Contemporary Dance History with Ms. D’Andrea, focusing on choreographers Isadora
Duncan, Martha Graham and Paul Taylor. The Queens Theatre
invited two fourth grade classes, 4-202 and 4-203, to attend a
student matinee performance of the Martha Graham Dance
Company on October 10, 2014. We were delighted to view the
expressive movement that the Martha Graham Dance Company
captures in all their performances. After the performance, the
students were able to participate in a question and answer session with the dancers and learned about the road to becoming a
dancer, their professional roles and daily life. We look forward
to attending future performances at the Queens Theatre and
showing the P.S. 99 Community what we have learned in our
dance unit in April!

Queens Museum Of Art
All of our 5th graders were lucky enough to visit the Queens Museum of
Art and get private tours of the Panorama and the galleries as part of the
CASA program at PS99. We had a fantastic time and the students learned
a lot while viewing the Panorama . Did you know that it took more than
a hundred people to build the Panorama? We discovered that during our
visit! Some of our students will be continuing with the CASA program
after school starting in February…...PS99 is very lucky to have this great
partnership with The QMA.
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Page 7

The Amazing Traveling Gnome Project
Our 6th grade students created “travel gnomes” in the art
room this year. They personalized these gnomes and chose a
National Park or Monument that they wanted to visit. After doing
some research on the park, they wrote letters persuading the park
rangers to photograph their gnomes in the park they chose. We sent
out the gnomes since we could not visit in person!!
The project has been a HUGE success! We have gotten back
pictures from Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Mt. Rushmore and so
many others!! Many of the rangers have sent back maps and information about their parks. Some even sent postcards. One gnome
was made an honorary ranger, another was put on the parks website. We look forward to hearing back from more of the rangers as
the weeks continue. Visit the bulletin board by the art room to view
some of the great responses!

YOUR BUZZ STAFF
CHRISTINE FALLON, JONATHAN HALPERN, DAWN PORTELLI

