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AND THE WINNERS ARE….  

The winners of this years Student 

Counsel election are already working 

hard to meet the schools needs and 

make P.S. 99 even better.  

Jazmin Tamay Jamila Cedeno 

Anastasia Usmanova Jarin Sanzana 
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A Message from the Principal 

As you are reading this newsletter the school year has been in progress for quite a bit 

of time. I am hoping that you are enjoying the 2017/2018 school year. I would like to 

share with you some updates and changes that have occurred. 

In a response to our students requesting lunch clubs, I am happy to announce that 

grade 3 and grade 4 will be participating in “Student Council Lunch Clubs.” Students 

will have the opportunity to select an activity, either brainteasers, in which they have 

fun with word searches, Sudoku, riddles and other brain stretching     activities or 

Lego building. This will occur once a week under the supervision of teachers who 

have volunteered their time. Thank you to Ms. Goldberg , Ms. Parillo, and 

Mrs.Wenzel. 

Our Student Council has already raised $657 towards their goal of $1,000. This was through all the box tops that you 

bring in. So please continue to bring in Box Tops. One of the items that they would like to purchase is a children’s anthol-

ogy that is in the process of being published. This anthology will contain poems from you, our students, who have partici-

pated in a poetry contest. The students worked on their poems during the P.A. After School Writing class. 

On January 11, 2018, three of our students participated in the Queens South FSC Spelling Bee. They are the winners of 

our school Spelling Bee. They are Natalia of Class 5-310, Raphael of Class 5-302, and Uma of Class 5-307. Congratula-

tions! 

The Stingrays Basketball team is back with 14 students from grades 4-6. They have already played one game and won. 

They are part of a division of six teams from our district. In total there are three divisions of six teams totaling 18 teams 

participating in our district. They are hoping to be one of the two top teams in our division so that they can play in the 

play-offs. They will be playing against students from P.S. 40, P.S. 50, P.S. 101, P.S. 161 and P.S. 206. Good luck to our 

Stingrays and our Basketball Team Head Coach, Mr. Jenkins and Assistant Coaches, Mr. Herbst and Mr. Maire. 

Our soccer team has been determined after a round of tryouts. Fifteen students were selected from grades 4, 5 & 6. They 

will be competing against other schools in the district. Our coaches Mr. Bonilla, Ms. Caramanico and Ms. Sibrian enable 

not only for us to have a soccer team, but have a soccer club where 150 students participate from grades 4, 5 & 6. 

The school’s unique enrichment program for grades 3-6 had an outstanding beginning. Students are immersed in learning 

about history through authentic project-based learning. They research and share their knowledge through oral presenta-

tions as well as art projects such as photo montage, skits, portraits, comic books, print making and architectural sculp-

tures. Teachers designed curriculum to make this a program that students enjoy learning and look forward to attending 

each day. 

New to our school this year is the Lexia Core 5 reading program for grade 3 students. In addition, grades 2-6 are using 

Scan Tron as an assessment tool. 

I hope you continue to enjoy the school year. 

Until the next edition of the “99 Buzz.” 

Paulette Foglio 
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From the Desks of   Nick and Aida 

We are hoping you all had a relaxing winter break 

and that you were able to spend quality time with 

your families.  We hope you have a very healthy 

and prosperous 2018!  At this time when most 

people revisit their personal goals and make New Year’s resolutions, we encourage our students to 

revisit their academic goals to determine if they are on track to meeting those goals.  Students, it is 

important to stay focused and come to school every day prepared to learn and to do your very best.   

This school year we are once again working on reducing the amount of times students come to 

school late.  Coming to school late disrupts instruction for all students, causes stress and delays a 

student’s morning routine.  This year we are continuing to reward classes on a weekly basis by 

giving classes where all students arrive on time a Caught Being Good Certificate.   At the end of 

the month, classes where all students have been on time for the entire month will receive two 

Caught Being Good Certificates and a special On Time Class Certificate which will be posted on 

the outside of the classroom door for all to see!  Congratulations to Class 4-204 for being the first 

class this year to earn the monthly reward. Remember that we do serve a warm breakfast which is 

free each day starting at 7:50a.m.  If you do not come in for breakfast then you should be in school 

by 8:20a.m.    Let’s all work together to get to school on time!   

 Students, we also encourage you to continue to read not only to meet or surpass our 45,000 

Book Challenge, but also to build your vocabulary and become a better reader.  Did you know that 

adding just 10 more minutes of reading a day significantly increases the number of words you are 

exposed to in a year?  As a reminder, the NYS ELA Test will take place on April 11-12, 2018 and 

the NYS Math Test will take place on May 1-2, 2018.   

A .Trujillo 

N. Sforza 

Assistant Principals  

 
 

 

   PARENT COORDINATOR 

Let me begin by wishing you all a very happy and healthy New Year. 

For the last year and a half, I have enjoyed being your Parent Coordinator. Meeting 

and working with the parents has been fulfilling and inspiring. Please stop by my     

office in the main building if you have any concerns. 

There will be more Parent Workshops coming up and many opportunities for you to 

visit the school. Watch for the Multi-Cultural events coming up soon. 

Best regards, 

Barbra Maier-Hopkins 
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Opinions Matter 

How Old is Old Enough For a Cellphone? 
I love coffee, so it’s natural that I go to Starbucks a lot… but I did not expect to hear a mother at Starbucks telling her sister that 

her sister’s 16 year old son is not old enough for a cellphone! The mother of four was accompanied by her son, who looked to be 

about 14 years old, and was tapping away on an iPod Touch 5. The mother’s sister was very conflicted as to whether or not her 

child is old enough for a phone. This whole episode has me wondering, how old is old enough for a cellphone? 

Frankly, I believe the ages of 14-15 are the perfect ages for having cellphones. Even then, rules should be enforced to avoid any 

misuse. These rules may include having a parent or guardian approve of apps before downloading, and social media restrictions. 

These rules can keep kids from looking at things they aren’t supposed to, avoid cyberbullying and keeps children away from 

online predators. 

One advantage of letting kids have cell phones is that being socially active online can help with ones interactions with others, and 

helps introverts become a lot more open to the idea of being socially active. Furthermore, parents can easily track their children, 

and with just a push of a button, children can call for help if they are abducted, lost, or injured. Additionally, parents can instantly 

communicate with their children without having to talk face to face. 

Hopefully, parents will make the right choice concerning when to give their children cellphones. One thing is for certain, parents 

know their children best, so maybe someone at the age of 12 or 11 is mature enough for a cellphone, it is ultimately up to the par-

ents/ guardians. 

Jarin Sanzana 6-305 

 

Whose Fault is it if a Child is Failing in School? 

Have you ever wondered whose fault it is if a child is failing in school? Many people believe it is the fault of the parents or the teacher if the 

child is failing in school. I believe it is the child’s fault if he or she is failing in school. There are many reasons for this, which include the child 

daydreaming, playing with devices during class, and not completing homework. Daydreaming happens when the child is preoccupied with 

thinking about going home during class time. Also, they might be thinking about their favorite show. For example, a new season of their 

show is airing on TV that night, or it might be the final episode of their show. Then there are many times when the student daydreams 

about winning first place in their favorite contest . All of this happens during class time. The second reason a child might fail is a that child 

might be sneaking game devices and phones to school without his or her parents’ permission. The child could play the game under his or 

her desk instead of listening to the lesson.  

 Most of the time they miss important information that is coming up on a test resulting them in a failing mark when its test day. 

Finally, the child may not complete  his or her homework at home. This is due to daydreaming during class, which caused them to miss im-

portant information that is needed to complete the homework. The child might also be watching TV and forget to complete the homework 

or simply the child does not want to do the homework. This causes the child to fail in class. In conclusion, the child is responsible for his or 

her success.  

byCelina Sehod 5-310 
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Ms. Honore is proud to announce the two winners of the Spooky Poetry Contest. Ana Beliu of class 3-120 
and Johnny Pinkhas of class 5-308!! Congratulations! These students received certificates at the student 
of the month assembly and had their poems read!! Ms. Honore would like to thank all of the students that 
entered the Spooky Poetry Contest. All participants received certificates of Participation. 
 

The Boogie Man 
The boogie man is coming 
I can hear him in the night 

He has chains that he likes to rattle 
When my mom turns out the light 

He is howling and prowling 
Making lots of scary noise 
The boogie man is coming 

But.. I’ll never scream in fright 
Why? Because, me and the boogie man are friends! 

We boogie every night! 
Ana Beliu- 3-120  

  
Spooky Poem 

Tonight is the night for a spooky creepy chill 
I hope everything will be alright when we go up the hill 

The sky is so dark 
The dogs howl and bark 

I might seem scared are you? 
Sshh, Did you hear that? 

BOOOO 
I scared you. 

Johnny Pinkas 5-308  

Poetry Corner 

Can The Internet Cure Loneliness?  

Do you feel lonely sometimes when you are alone? Many international communication networks such as Skype, What’s 

Up and Face Time allow more advanced global communication. For example, if you are a person who has problems with 

social interaction, and or has friends in a different state or country, social media sites like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

Patron and Tumbler will allow you to find friends and communicate with them in a different area of the world. For ex-

ample, my mom has a friend who lives in Toronto. She would be very lonely if she were unable to communicate with 

her. Also, if you have family in a different country you will be able to see them and not only call them on a telephone. 

Not only do these networks allow communication, they are also free. If you have friends in a different area of the world, 

or a friend that you can’t communicate with daily, you might be lonely. But if you use these social media sites and com-

munication network's correctly , the internet wont be lonely for you! In my opinion, and because of these reasons I've 

given, the internet can cure loneliness.  

                                                     Anton Rud Class 5-303 
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Kindergarten 

 

Kindergarten has had a great 

year in school so far!  In 

Math, we are learning all 

about two and three-

dimensional shapes.  We cre-

ated beautiful snowmen out 

of two-dimensional shapes. It 

was a fantastic winter project. 

We will be creating our own 

three-dimensional inventions 

with partners soon!  In Litera-

cy, we are working on our 

letters and sounds.  Kinder-

garten has been busy learning 

how to blend and read words 

too! We are working on read-

ing phrases and books by our-

selves!  In our reading series, 

we have been reading fun sto-

ries such as Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears, Cinderella, 

Three Billy Goats Gruff, etc.  

We are going to be writing 

our own letters to a character 

from a chosen story!  We 

have learned and grown so 

much since the beginning of 

the year and are looking for-

ward to making the rest of the 

year a fabulous experience 

full of fun and progress! 

Third Grade 

Wow!! The Main Building can be 

overwhelming, but we are getting used 

to it. And the fourth, fifth and sixth 

graders have been so kind and helpful 

whenever we lose our way to the bath-

room or can’t figure out which stair-

case leads to the auditorium and which 

to the cafeteria. The Main Building 

truly is a whole new experience. No 

more putting on our coats and trekking 

from the Annex to the Main Building 

for Computers or Studio. Everything is 

right here! 

Third grade is full of a whole bunch of 

new experiences. We have gym class in 

a real gym with basketball hoops and 

soccer nets and a library full of books! 

We are so excited. Studio in the School  

has begun. Ms. Victoria always has 

such wonderful art for us to learn and 

do. We can’t wait for the next project! 

Enrichment has begun and it is so dif-

ferent from second grade. Mr. Maire is 

teaching TAG Enrichment this year 

and he is taking us on an American 

Revolution Adventure. Ms. Portnoy 

and Mr. Mikel are challenging us in 

Math Enrichment. Ms. Iadevia and Ms. 

Goldberg are helping us fine tune our 

comprehension skills in Reading En-

richment. Ms. Brazeau’s Reading En-

richment will be combining the online 

programs, Flocabulary and Lexia to 

help us expand our vocabulary and stay 

on track with our comprehension skills. 

Ms. Goards is inspiring a close-knit 

group of us to create new strategies that 

will help us read and write better. Ms. 

Rubino and Ms. Collins are taking us 

to five of the seven continents through 

the Arts Enrichment Program. 

It’s all so different and exciting this 

year. We spend our mornings in Never-

land with Peter Pan and Wendy, our 

afternoons multiplying and dividing 

and every other afternoon traveling 

from continent to continent across the 

globe. 

First Grade  

Our First Grade students are busy 

learning all the routines. We’re be-

coming First Grade mathematicians 

by finding the sums and differences 

for math  problems. We even created 

our own math word problems! Now, 

we are excited to learn how to ma-

nipulate double facts to find one 

more or one less in the GoMath! 

Program. 

In Literacy program our independent 

reading levels are rising as we read 

daily and respond to questions about 

stories in our CKLA readers. In this 

program, we learned how our body 

has organs that work together in sys-

tems to help us eat, breathe, run and 

much more. Now, we are exploring 

similar stories from different lands 

such as, Cinderella and Tom Thumb. 

We are looking forward to all we 

will learn in First Grade.  

Second Grade 

There are a lot of exciting 

things happening in the second 

grade. We had a great time 

learning about the different 

cultures represented in our 

class during Cultural Share 

Week. We finished writing our 

personal narratives about a 

small moment in our lives. We 

also went back in time to learn 

about Greek mythology. 

We are getting ready to cele-

brate the 100th day of school. 

We are also practicing for our 

moving up ceremony in June. 
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6th Grade 

The 6th grade is loving depart-

mentalizing!!! We are busy 

learning about ratios, the east-

ern hemisphere, Greek philoso-

phers and we just finished our 

opinion writing unit. The stu-

dents feel very mature as they 

switch classes throughout the 

day and they are showing how 

responsible they are! 6th grade 

enjoyed performing in the Holi-

day Show and have already be-

gun rehearsing for the end of 

the year 6th grade play.  They 

are also in the midst of filling 

out middle school applications 

with the assistance of Mr. Reid. 

So much to look forward to! 

 

Fourth Grade 

Welcome back! The fourth grade 

was off to a wonderful start. We 

began the year writing poems 

about ourselves. Then, we started 

our first writing unit, Response to 

Literature. The students read the 

book, Going Home by Eve Bunt-

ing and were asked to write a 

book review which included a 

summary, lesson, text-to-self 

connections and closing (opinion 

and recommendation). 

We also started our Go Math cur-

riculum. First, we reviewed place 

value, addition and subtraction. 

Then, we introduced multiplica-

tion. The students were able to 

select the method of their choice. 

In Literacy, we learned how to 

close read articles on the 

Haudenosaunee. In Social Stud-

ies, we are learning all about 

New York State. We are also en-

joying  Studio Art. 

We are really looking forward to 

the rest of a successful year! 

Fifth Grade 

As a result of the consistently rig-

orous and diverse structures im-

plemented over these past years at 

PS 99, Grade 5 students are more 

prepared than ever for the chal-

lenging curricula before them. 

This is most obvious in their abil-

ity to analyze complex texts and 

their ability to respond to prompts 

in writing and in discussions.  

Step inside any of our classrooms 

and you will hear the students dis-

cussing and connecting literary 

themes and techniques. Perhaps, 

they will be note taking from a 

high- level, non-fiction text using  

well tried strategy of close read-

ing. This particular strategy is 

building on that ever-important 

academic vocabulary. Using root 

words is our favorite, as we have 

so many students who speak an-

other language that share the 

same base words. They help us 

and we help them! Consistence 

and personal responsibility is our 

motto in math (in life, too).  

You know what makes a good 

math student? A student who 

practices every day, challenges 

themselves to new understand-

ings, and believes they can do 

it!!!! The MULTI step math situa-

tions presented in fifth grade are 

real world and challenging, but 

we are up to the task. Grade 5 is 

the time to use what you’ve 

learned to show what you know, 

and challenge yourself to explore 

the world before you with confi-

dence! 



YOUR BUZZ STAFF 

CHRISTINE  FALLON,  JONATHAN HALPERN, JASON KOTKE, EILEEN DOYLE 

Art News  
  

Welcome back to another to great year in the art room! We have been super creative this school year… Our 

6th graders have been busy creating traveling gnomes for the 2nd Traveling Gnome Project. After they created 

the gnomes they wrote letters to National Parks throughout the country asking the rangers to take photos of the 

gnomes in their park. We have gotten some great responses again this year! Our 4th and 5th graders created tree 

images using tin foil and watercolors as their mediums and are now busy working on their own traveling 

gnomes with a different agenda. Their gnomes will be sent to our U.S. troops overseas! Hopefully our artwork 

will make someone’s day a little better. 3rd graders have been experimenting with water color pencils and col-

laging techniques this year. Let’s not forget the Annex.. Those artists have been creating their own color wheels 

and making geometric designs. There’s more fun to come this year. One final note; CASA is back again this 

year and will start soon, and welcome back to Studio in a School! 

Christine Fallon  


